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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENT ATI VE^3, DECEMBER 19, 1859.. 



W A S in N (I T 0 K : 

PRiiVTEO AT THE C0:sGRESS10NAL GUm-. OFFICF. 

1. 8 5 0 . 



S P E E G H . 



Mr. SINGLETON wud: 

Mr, Ci.KfiK: Up to tlii.s point, in the exciting 
uiscussion whicii lias beer! facing on since wc first 
('iimc togotluir, i have maintaincil tin unbroken 
•silo'.icc, and 1 ri'gret the )UM;e.ssity, which 1 teel 
rcst.supon n^c to-day. to di.'part from my orii;;itial 
'.ieternii nation 5 to take no part in it. But, sir, there 
are times and occasions, wlion words arc !?p()keii 
o.iui cliaryesare ]iref<.'rred, v/lien, to remain silent 
would bo to iicquicsce in tliose charges, and would 
iie considtirod as a tacit acknowledgment of their 
inith. It seems to have been I he purpose of the 
Republican party, together with the newsjiaper 
jirfss which sustains it in its crusiuhi against 
die South, to thi'ow' the blame nf the non-organ- 
f/.aiion of ih.is Hou^e upon my section. And not 
vsatisfied, sir, with tliis (diarge, not satisfied with 
attempting to ca.st odium upon us us a section, 
it has even been thrown' out by Representjitivcs 
Ujion this floor, and e.s{)ecially by the gentleman 
(Viim Pf.mnsylvania, [Mr. IIiclcman,] who .spoke 
a few day.s .since, that there ha."^. not been a single 
ctmipromise entered into, nor a .single comjiact 
;',grced upon by the North and South, touching the 
question of slavery, that lias not been violated by 
che latter. Now, sir, if the gentleman liad been 
half as anxious to enlighten his own judgment 
upon lliis sni^Ject, and to imjuirt correct intbrma- 
ii'jn to liis constitaent.s, as he seems to be to cast 
reproach u]>on the South, lie would nevtn' have 
made this declaration. Here, in behtdf of tliose 
t represent, and I may say in behalf of tln^ whole 
South, 1 intcrposi; a Hat denial to that >statt;meiu. 
and i ciiarge, upon the other hand, that precisely 
the reverse of that proposition i.s true. It is a 
Well-known fact that the South, for tlie la.st thirty 
yo;u's, ever since the shivery agitation commenced 
in Congress, has been in a minority; and if livr 
tli'presentatives h;u! been ever so much inclined 
'.(' force upon the North any unjust legislation, or 
to violate the Constitution in it.s letter or sj)irit, 
they havi- not had the power to do it. On the 
''oiurary, sir, it has lieen a constant struggle on 
!:<.-v pjiri fir exisii')ii'c. Slic lia.s been driven to 
wail time and again. V. ;:r atten-^year have 
yon kej)t up thi^j a.gilation ar.d excitement, am! • 



while .■ilie has rciroaicd from one position to 
another, almorsi to her dhsgracc, you now make 
the cl)arge^s upon us thatweh;ivekept up agitation, 
and that we have been guilty of violating pledges 
given or comin-omiscs entered inti). For one, 1 
am not willing that a party, w'ho }k\s created a 
storm in this country that now threatens, like 
the wing of the tempest, to desolate the land from 
one end to the other, and to overthrow all our insti- 
tutions, shall shift the respon.sibilitv'^ from their 
shoulders and place it upon those W'ho are iimo- 
cent. It is very much like the incendiary who 
applies the torch lo your dwelling, and when you 
discover that it is wrapped in flames, iuid repro;ich 
him with the deed, charges you v/ith disturbing 
unnc(;essarily the peace and trancpiillity of your 
neighbors. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, in the course 
of his remarks, alluded to the provisions in the 
Constitution touching the question of slav ry , and 
seemed to complain that some advantages accrued 
to the South from them. There are but three of 
tliem and they are simj)le in their cliaracter. The 
first is, that which entitles us to three-fifth rej.ire- 
sentation of our .slave population u])on this floor. 
I ask you, do you expect us to take less than 
this ? is it not a clause contained in the Consti- 
tution, made by your fathers and by ours.^ And 
is il to be expected that wc .shall consent to re- 
linrpiish tliis representation. That constitutional 
provision may be oilensive to you; you may not 
approve of it: but it is there, and v/e will never 
consent that it shall be taken out. We have asked 
nothing more than the letter of the bond. Wc 
arc willing to take iiothing less. And whenever 
you undertake to violate that provision of the 
Constitution, and prevent us from having that rej)- 
resentation, you liavc at once put an end to tlie 
comjiact lliat bind,5 us together. 

It is known to all of u.s tliat the slavery ques- 
tion w-as one of the most dillicult of settlement in 
tl'ie convention v/hich framed the Constitution: 
} but,;ifier a longand anxious debate, when a vote 
j was taken there was not found a single dissent- 
j ing voice upon the adoption of thi.s clause. Agaij;. 
' ! Si'.V: V,-''' h:r.'e never ;i>-:ked nmre than we v/erc 



4 



' rociiii/.ina' (ili ymir ( ll'uri!-! for ilir )nn'|ios'? oC jiir. 
liii'.'; (Ii'wii ill'' insrniiiiiiii oi' s!a\i'i'y. yirii;;'j:liii:;, 
jus itic Siiiiili is. fdiTNistiiicc, iiiul (Ici.iriniiii'd iini. 
^ In i.;.! (iown if .sill' I'fiii iivdid ii , ynii will Hud iiun 
; ihi'i-c svliii lii'li''Vi' lliiil the n|M iiiii!.;' dl' the sluy,' 
II ri'ii'iTi II, iiiiii wun IN n ui.s'' WHICH ,::'ivi s , (rndr will ridcUlid Ik llir ilitrrrsl id' lln' iSniith, 
ilir I'iu'hi to I'ri'hiin mil' rii'^'iiivr sliivrs, winii I'liiiid jii'i'liajis is in'ci-ssiiry t" ^''ivr ilml iiisiinnii,;. 



fiiiiil- d Ik mid. r tii.ii I ii'K V isi Kii. ;i 11(1 Mil !•( I y ns 'II 
wliK kiiKW till' viiliic kI' tlii'ir ri;.-;!!!,-!. ymi will in'Vcr 

('\|lt I'l us Ik Sllliniil. Ik JI 1) y t j i i (| 'J; Ir.-'S. 'rilrl'i' is, 
t ili'fi'((il'r, 1IK CiKisr nf rKiil[il;iilit, ill lllis (|U;i|'lfr. 

'I'Imtc is lUlKlliri' |irfi\ isiKli Ik which the U'l lltlc- 
in;iii ri'Ccri'i (I , iiiid lluil is ihi' id'UiS'' wiiiidi ^'ivi s 



lic'V I'scajii' 



lllK five St. 



,'\ri' v< 



w 



til ii wc sluill liiivi' ili;it jii'Kvisinii (if Kiir ('(uisii- 
M' iKii carried nui ; I f iik| . y.ui cast rcjiron/'li iij ikh 
yKP.r uiicrs'Ki'.-i; j'lr, |.'t nir icll y.iii, ihat wli^n 

I ii IS cliUlSi' cc nil' Ik hi' ,ici I (I !;] iKH . il Ikk met wil !i 

ihi' iuianiii\Kiis snjijiKri kI' the cmivi'ii! ifni. \Vc 
did as|\ ill ihi' iiaiids III' (."Kiii;rr.-'s, and did rcccivi 



iVkih di'siniciiKii and ovcrilirnw, i in ri' iia- 
yd 1)1 Til nil iUK\i'nii"iit iipKii ihf jiari kI' ilic Souiii. 
iKiduii'.i' Ik a ri'|tcal kI* lluisf laws, so iar as I'iili, ) 
lii'ain h kI" (,'Kiiv;i'rss i,> cKiici riicd . 1 will iiot \i'i|. 
nu"'' an i-jiiiiimi u lid Icr any such iukvciui itl will 
III' iiiailc nr I mi, 
Sk liir, tlirrrfKiT. as []v ]irK\ Isic.iis (d' i.hc T'on- 



in I7!)0, a law v.'hich aiiiiiKrix.' d ns Ik r.'cdaiin (uir jStiiuiiKu arc cKucmird , Id. ini; ask vku tr, (jivr.-<i 



ini'.!li\r sla\i s wli.'ii llii y escaped inlK your l>Kr- 
(Ici's, Tiuil law rciiiaiiii'd unKii th" slaliil.c -hoidv 
(Vkiii thai (lay iiiimI wli' ii it was llninjilit 

r;i;lit, and |)rK()( r Ik aMinid il in skiii'- ri'S[)( ci-i. 
'i.'iic la\\,- (d" l^..")!) was suhstiluicd Ikt llic mic of 
\VM\. I a-d( yKii ii" ilii'i-c is aiiyihini; in l.liat law • 
w'licli 'j,-Kcs Iii yKiid the nrKvisimis o\' llic ('Kiisli- 
iniiKii ? Ii" we arc cnlitlcfi to a law at all, il must 
!' • an ctlicii iil i"n'.:i!ivc h!;ut law, as was said iiy [ 



. yiiiirsrl vi's Ml" yKiir iirejiidiccs. ami I'dl nic wlci, 
' ih'' .Siiu'li iias cvrr drinaiid' d any tliiii!.',' to which 

■ she was iiiii ciiiiilrdr "Wiiat provision oi" tli. 
! CKiistitiilion -has she underlalcen to vit)lalc: l.la 

■ she e\i y asked llial she shoiilil have more than 
three-Jlfih rcprcseiiiaiiKii I'iM' iier slaves ujioii ilii.-. 
floor.- 1 i as shi; ever asked aiiylhiii'^" more ihaa 

I an cnicieiit. hiw fiir the reclamation of t'ug'itivr 
' slaves: Has sli(> asked ym\ toj^ass any njlcMsivc 



ihe n-('iit|,'inan froni Oliio, [Mr. Cmiiuvi.v,] the other ■ ! law in r(":;-ar<l to the Hiave trade? If'all this In 
day; and I ':ive him credit lor the manly ;U:roun(l , j inie, then 1 ask why do i^'enilemcn cliari^o tiiai, 
he tonic nn.m ihat cjucsti-.m. I ask, in all c;ui(h)r, '; the ;-;Ki.uh has not icept failh in the ohscrvanoc of 
' iiol ihi : rea.soiiahli'.' Have we !lemandi't! any- ' the comj)acls of tin; rionstitntioti ? 1 call ujm.mi 

I fas thi.'rc j ' i;-ditlenieii to talcc hack that cliarL^;c. They canm.! 
:oiy ;e.':L;-ri ssinn hy the South upon the North, ;' sustain themselves upon it Iiffore the country. 

I'ut the i;"i;ntl('rnaii rt.'fi>rrcd to the M'is.souri <'r)ni- 
promisc act, ami undertakes to nia'ko it appear 
that till' >'.o\uli has liccn guilty nf'a hn.'ach ofi^oiiu 
faith and a want of projier olvservance of its y> • 
quircineiiis. Let me. nsic that c'cnileman, in lui 
sinceriiy, if, as loni>- ;is that, act was u[ion ih' 
s!a.tu!c-"hi>ok, an effort was ever made at tlie Somli 
directly or iiulireclly. to violalt; it? If so, I ask 
iiim to tell me w'heM and whiTc. Did not ih. 
North i^et all tlio benefits v/hich _i",'ri W' out of il .• 
Did it not? 

Mr. LifCKMAN. I will answvr the -eml, - 
man's question by asking" him anoth"]-. 

Mr. SINGLIilTON. I'hai, is a Yankee way of 
(loi)!^' Iiiisiness which 1 do not. approve of. if I 



fhiu'j,- wlii.'h We are not, entitled ti 

in a-^kin;: not only that you [lass this law, hut 
I'l ii \'KH shall stand hy it, wl'.eiiever )icci'ssarv, 

i'' its I lli'ovcelilem ? 

il'it the :rentlenian ref'rred also to that clause 
.>:'ilii' (Constitution which looked t.o tlu jirosjicc!- 
>\.' ah'dition of tlie slave trade, and seemed to 
Meet that question pnvisely ;is th.Kii'.;-h it was the 
(Iiuy of ( 'on'j,-i'ess to pass a law to prevent the iii- 
U'fess of A fricaiis afier IbLKS into this country, if 
he will exanjiiie the Constirutif>n, lie will fuu'l thai 
|irovision does not make: it: imperativr' upon (."'oii- 
^•ress 1o legisla-te at all upon tin.' sn'oject. If r!on- 
i!;ress has any rii;du to le^^-islate upon the suhject, 
it has that ri'.';ht only hy imj)!icatiKn, and it may 
exercise it if deemed proper and expedient; hiu. 



er 



certainly is under no compulsion so to do. Let ; nsk a question which admits of a jdain nnsw 
Me turn to that claiiSi- of the Constitution: 

■• 'I'tic. ii,ii;niii(iii (ir iir.ii(irt;itiiii) ofHiii.-h i)(!r>()n-i a.-; ;ii>v of , , , ... , . . - 

Use Siate,-^ mnv cxi.-.iiM;; An\\\ Ihiiilv projirr ",.> ;uii>nt, sh;i!l ; niul I suppose you will have no oiijection to aii- 



eXji.S'l to have it. 
Mr. HICKi\L\N. 



Then I will answer yon; 



a"! lie iimliihifcii l)y iliC ( 'iirc^re-.s prioi- to t!u; yi~;ir ISI)8; 
■ MM IS ti>\" fi|- (iiity iiiny fic iuipnscd on siieli iiiiiii)ii;ul..)ii, mil 
c.xci".'(iiiii: tea liulliu'.- I'lir cai'li person. '' 



swi'r a question of mine m return. 
Mr. SINGLir/rON. Ceriaiidy not. 
Mr. HICKMAN. If I understand ilie hisi.M- 



Now, is it to he sii]ip )S"d, after reading-' that j of the ie^-islution of tliere was a. demand 

; made hy the R-epresentatives of the Soutli thai- 
i what was called tlie exidusivc' leo'is^liition of IS'jH 
I shoulil he rejieali.-d ; that the Mis.soiiri comju'omise 
: law, inasmuch as it prevented slavery from en!"r- 
j in'r into territory north of tin* lint: .'^IP .'30' , v,-;i.-; 
i unjust lowarfl the Roiitii. and they demanded il.-: 
I repe;i!. They went, almost in a hody, for its rc- 
ijy the aid of n f 'W northern Repn'senta- 



< lause, liiat it was tin' ;il'Solute diitv e<f Con,i.;Tess 
I.) pa:-s any taioii law? \]\\t such was the ari::,-;!- 
rnent of the i;-en;leman from Peim-iylvania [Sir. 
I fu.'U.M.vx] the other ilay. Thi' power of Conyress 
upon that suhjeet, is at most but discretionary . In 
i;s discretion, it did pass the laws now in force; 
aiid in the evercise of that same discretion, it ni;iy 

pre- 

any huv was plac.'d 



I' iiea.l theui, and allow slaves to lie imciorti d prc- 
eis.'ly as they were l.eiori 
;iOo!i the statute-liiiok. 



Ileal 



I'ai.- salij. 
; Mieni ill li 
fi.ei ih.i: i.i 



:;'enlli man sa vs t !i w i 



ihe purp, 
•I. I a-r 
dr.- 



ilii 



neiviiueiii al il 
,11 



; w.- 



! ,1 



ti ves. tiiey ai'comjd.ished thai repeal ; and in return 
I'H- it tliev i;-ave !o the North what 1 say Avas ;i 
iiistlni-; ph djTi tii.at the ipiestiiui ofsl-ivery, freii. 

iialed i.. 



da v fi'rv.'.o'n. 



'flu; 



'.:il 111. 
.and i 



'W 



anil Ilia; 



ce >:i >:l 



'U 111 ci ;i.-.-! ■ I . I he 
]:'■ S 'Mi. lil- Ml /.f I'le 
i"l [m ill.. l-i.(!ole of tile 



■:ir 



C .'' 



i'.I'-riiMi;:;:'. 



.\n ( n'-rt 



0 



— JH'i*,-J('Vi I'ilitHy lH.'ul( — (n ('(ire-' >l;iVi';'y illlii 
liir (i ri'itiiry iVii;!! which il hiul "ScIik'i 'I 'ny 
ihc net or'l.'^'tjd; iiiiil. Ihih'ii;: in ihni cfuiyi, ihcy , 
\\i\\v (li iicuin'c ihi' l('<;'islaUiiii nf IS.'vl, insi.'-!l. 
i!i;it (hf [iriin'lplcs ol' (hi- Iviiiiso --Xcbriislva Iiil! . 
,«h;'!I bi' n'liiuliatcd , As I siiid (he dihcr (lny,i 
i\\ry will havi; nolhin;;' iiinr(.' t(i wilh it. This,! 
! s:iy, is cli'SliMyiiii;' the ('nmiiuui undi'i'slaiidin,;.'; 
iliiii'ss'iis hiul hi'twi'i'ii th'j Hcprcsi'iitiilivcs oC liic 
Sijiith fiiid (if (he jN'tirt!), in I.Si2(). 

NdW, I wish t.() fisk lln' ;;'i.'nlli'ni!Ui I his (pirsiion : 
V, ihi; iSiuiiii <liil not, in i8f)4, cuisichT ii 

u'ncfi''iiil to thcni to have the Alissouri {'nuiiiru- 
misc line rrpralrd? ]('lh''y(!id not consider it. of 
iiiiy injporliiiici^, why did thoy stru^:i;'Ii' so [inijj; 
so anxiously f<>»' i'« fcpcalr 

A:[r. SlNGLF.TOiN'. Mr. Clerk, tiu« --ntlenian 
li;i.s not answon.'d the ((ucslion that [ propounded 
!() him. [ made llie slalenicnt ou this door, which 
I now repi.'at, that as lon;^; as (iiis Missouri c.oni- 
rironiisi' Jinc was' oji llie i.5tatulc-book unrepealed, 
there was nevtjr an atteni])(. on t.lie part of the 
Suuth to evade its foi'ce, either directly or indi- ; 
H'ctly. Every Territory that lias heoi or-.^ani/.ed 
north of that lin(> came in witli a clause in it.s con- 
.-■litution prohif)itinj:- slavery. You have received 
■•verythin,';; you luul a riyht to expect from the 
Mas.sHi:;!! of tliutact; and you have lost notiiinj; l.)y 
Its r(.'j»e;il. Tn tlic year .1848, upon the or,<^airi/,a- 
'ion (^f a tei'ritorial !;-overiiinent for Orei^^on, when 
•; propoyitiou was m;uli; by your yr^'at leader, 
w 1 u ) .s(.' fo r t u M ( s y o u a r e 1 u:> w fo I h > w i n — M r. Dovo- 
i,\s, of Illinois— to extend the Missouri conipro- 
liiise lint' from the Uio Grande to the Pacitic. 
M'er.n, almost every northern nian in liic Semite 
'.■'te(j iioMinst it. 

.\fr. LKAK.E. The bill for tiu; or:':anization of 
■!,e Teri'itory of Ori ij;;on, a.s reporti-d by tlu.'Cjor/i- 
iiiiiti'e on Ti riMlories in the .Senaie, in ilie set.'tiU'J 

ssion of till.' Tweiity-Xinth Congress, contained 
'he usual clause for the jM-olul-.iucui of slavery. 
Afr. Armistead Burt, of 8outh Carolina, moved 
.he iulc.ption of a cleiuse de.sia'nini; to reenact the 
\t:s;:;ouri eonipromi-se. That ameudmeiiL v.'as 
.'■■jected, and th..' bill pr.ssvd in defiance (.if that 
.'hji'c.tai!!. 

iVir. SlNGLliTON. {i*t;'e)!tleiuen will exr.niine 
lie ri'coro's of the procei-dinLTs of Co!i.iii"eh.s their 
I'linds will be satisfied th;u the South ilid init 
!iiak(; war on the line of 3()0 3(J', but on the eon- 
;rarv was willinu'' "it ail times, bv extendiiiLT it to 



til, 



Pacific, to make it a line belwerii tlie \(U'th 
eui South, roid thus forever selih,: this vex.'il 
■jii'-sticn. j will luulertake to show by the voti' 
=.iid speech of Ne:u'.;o!- HAi.t'.. ot' X' w ( lampsbiri', 
'■.I the (|uesti.):i o!" ori;"a!ii/.inu' a ti^rrilorial .';o\ - 
••.'■liruent ior rt.iii, thai that wa.- th'' [)osi!i.)ii oe- 
' iipied b\- I'.iiM, and that, whih' '■■ouilu rn nii'ii 



v.rr!- an>.;ii)us to hiiv a fair adju.-iUM'i. 



111. 



;.ifS!ioi 



nn;-;!;. rn lO'-u i.'ousia'.iily and im i->!si- 
o[iposed ir. 

I nie Vr\':jr in the remark's of a ."^^I'liatur .'V'oa 
\I is-qssippi, [Afr. l^.wis:] 

•• l>"(i.'f'' ;;i!vi;i'.;' tli'' ■ ! \\ i !i ;■• ■•l!Vr .I'.c.'-ii-lir • ;ii ; ' 
■ iii" i ' l<> lii" [i;ii-a!l. | X:- 'A-j . I kenw ih::; eiv 

..■ay T Uj) tie' heU'-f; li.lt i li" 'iii:!k 

I (i'l jrT.'.'i Ve \'.'jiy We. \vili.i>in -uni" i; ;i-'!n ^:''>'.VIiil' 

,i: -■•liii^nii n; ei' tii'' ei.'iiiiii y. '^I'Mniii a lini- 

• ■•; i 'i; II ';-.l;lir,il Imp . \.:lr ■■: ,< '. i: :- 



sDm.'lliiiiu' I'l Ml". I liMili lieyeiid llii' jii'c^' iil (]iic-<li(iii ; ( 
loiik lu'yund Ilie Icirildi'V tu'lie (iruniilxcd In the emiiuiy 
.-(Milli (11 Uii.-' line, iiiid (iihcr iji'iiiiciiicii. ( tliiiik, Indk Iw- 
yniid II. I?iit wliellicr lliey du nr m"I, il u ill iml pn vent 
ill!' I'iDiii dninv ••'(!, \\'\<y l^i tlii.- linU' (l''!j;i I'' lie incliided 
in the ti'fi'iKiry sdiilli (iC it Siic.ply tn riii^'i' liic iiuc-iiitn 
iiiMiiisf us, (uid mi till-- hull' dc<!i'cc all tiic way tliifiii;.'li. 
'.I'lie Senator rniiii (liiiini-i is wiiliii!.'. and it is Iml jn.-l ( 
t-lii'iiild say s(i, Ui liikc liie line dl';!!)-' ,'10 , and iiiv ewn iVi' iids 
etiiiiinlt !i"<,'rcat crmr, i .-ay it in lxiiulin'-i.<. i!ic lniiisor wliifli 
tlicy will liiid wiicn they "(luii- \n (iriiaiii/.c tlic fnilnri''-' 
Min'th nl" it." 

Well, sir, what did Senator I.I.m.k say in re- 
sponse to this proposition )iia{h' by a Seiiutoi- from 
ti southoiMi State, [Mr. Davis, of Mississippi,) to 
cxteiul its southern lioundary hall" a decree fm-- 
ther south.' For what purjiose? In order thai it 
miirlit ;;'ive si<^,niificaiici' to this lineof H(iO ,'J()',aii(l 
iluit it niiri'ht be deemed binding' on ilie Nortli and 
on the S./ufh, not ofily then, hut in (he ori:-aiii/.a- 
lion of Territorie;-! tit a future di\y. A.lr. hi .\i.f- 
s[i(dce i)s follow.s; 

I wish tn say a word as a reason why I ;diall veie 
iiL'aiii;!. tlie !iiuciitinieiif , I shall vnie a^'ainst lili" IW, lie 
i-aii>ie I think there is an iniplication in ii. [l.aii^lit"i'.J l 
will vole Ibi- Ti" (ir citlu'r, jii.si as il is cmi vcnicnl ; hut 
if is idle to shut oiii-eyes to the fact tli.at here i.-; an attempt 
in Uiis liill~l will not say it is file intention ut' iIk' ni »ver— 
t'l pliMl;.'(! this yciiale tuul Coiifriiiss to the inia<rinaiy line of 
;.!(.■>" I.!0', lieciui.-^o lliore ar«! soiiiu liistoi iciil iccullcciions con • 
iioct(!(l with il in rc^fard to tin's eunlrovcrsy aliont slaveiy. 
( will coiilent niy.-clV with s.-iyini; that I icvcr will, hy vote 
(M- spci'cdi. admit or siilniiil to tinythini; that may hind the 
.•lolion ot'oiir Icsrislation here to niake tin; parallel ol';!l)' ',',{)' 
till' honiidary line hciwecn ^lavl! and iViic territory. And 
when I say "that. I e.vpkiin the rcaMin why I i?" iiijaiic-i the 
.'uin'iidincnt.'' 

A vote was taken upon tlie amendment iitrereil 
by Senator .D.wrs. I have it befoiv me, and I. 
find tluit almost every iiortliei-ti man— every one 
certainly that now belonys to tlie Republican 
panv — voted airainst it, ;ind only three or four 
Senator.s of the Democratic ptu'ty iVorth, were 
fovuid to vote in favor of the proposition. N<iw, 
£;('nttemen, wlum you ttike it upon yourselves to 
ptilm off upon th<' country thai wi; have been war- 
rins^- upon the Missouri comjiromise line; that we 
have not acquiesced in it in good faith; that we 
have demandi'd its repeal: and that it litis been 
throuyli u.s that it has been repealed, I say }'ou 
must i;-o back and examine tin.' records of ihe two 
I [ouses of Coni;ri,ss before you make that c.harL:i.'. 
We kiKiw that the Alissouri c.omju'oMiise was re- 
pealed. Who moved its repeal .' Wasitasouth- 
ern num.' It came from I\.Ir. l)oc:(i!..\s himself. 
lie coiisidert'd the law unconstitutional, as we 
did; and when a proposition came from the INoiih 
(\< ehiriii'j; it so — ;is the Supreme Court ol' the Uni- 
ted States Ikis sinei' declarc'd it to be — il u^as no' 
v. iinderful at all tliat w'e so voted. We would 
have be.il recreant to (uirselves mid to the int' r- 
{ sis of liiir pi.'ople, if we had voted olherwisi'. 
W' 11, sir, the Sujiremo Court h;is since a.djudi- 
e:i;( (I ilm ![ues(ioii, and has snid ihat comjo-omis" 
oiii;-lit nevej- to have Lie^ n upon the statut- - 
boolc; and il" it oui;"hl nevi'r in ha\e been there, 
siii-e!v it was no act of bad f.iiiji on tin' part of 
\'k' oi-.'seittalivi s of till' S.Mitli to vo;.' for its repi ai. 
hni'j; ;is the (p.iestinii oi" ri pi'>i! did not i oiiii- 
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if any i^o.ntluniai) licro docs iioL perceive that ii 
was llieir duty to vote lor it«ropcrii ; But 1 again 
ussort liiat so long as it remained unrepealed, avo 
did obsiTve it in good faiilr, and no eHbrt AS*as 
made to force .slavery into any Territory nortli of 
(hat line. In J 848. before the agitation of this 
question, and wjiilst Mr. Pollv v\-as Pre-sidcnt, this 
matter came uj) in tiic liiU orgaiii'/.ing a lorriiorial 
govi'rninent for t]\e Territory of Oregon. A dause 
was inserted forever prohibiting slavery from ihat 
Territory, and., althougli the line did not extend 
beyond the Rio Grundc, and althougli OregO)i tjuire- 
fore could not be considered nortli of that line. 
v<H Mr. Polk ii:avc his sanction to tliat bill with 
the jirolubuory clause iii it; and gave as a reaso)! 
for so doiiig tliat it \ooiihl tic norih of that line if 
cxlciuled lo Ike Pacific. You of the North have lost 
iiotiiing by its repeal; and, therefore, wlien yo\i 
ofl'iM' this as an excuse for excitenujui and agita- 
tion, it Avill not avail you in the estimation of 
men of sound sense anywhere. 

Hut, sir, the gentleman from Pennsylvania re- 
ferred also to the compromise measuires of 1850, 
and secnu'd to think that we had been wanting 
in good iiiit.h in not observing projierly the com- 
]-)romises of t hat day. Whtit did we of the vSouth 
receive uiuler these compromise measures.'' You 
organized California as a State, one halfof wliich 
lay south of the line of '.HP 30', ami she Avas 
brought in without the forms of law, and with- 
out a constitution being properly formed by lier 
people. You gave territorial governments lo Utah 
ami New Mi.'xico, the whole of Utah, vrith the 
exception of half a degree, being soutli of the 
Missom-i line. Those territorial governments 
were organized to suit yo\u- own views. You 
aliolished the sltive trade, and slavery itself, pro 
/i/))/o, in tlu'''Disti'ict of Columbia. The only 
semblance of good that we got in those compro- 
n\ise measun^s of J850, was the fugitive slave law 
iii an amended form. And let me ask you, gen- 
ileuien (if the North, have you kept i'aith wiili us 
in tiu^ (Uiforccment of that law? Can ;i southern 
man to-day, if his slave escajje, even into n bor- 
di.-r >StHte, go thi.'re with any sort of security , !uid 
recover that slave No, sir; no man in his senses 
would enter upon such a duixotic exjiodilion, 
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tleman'sov.-n State — to the Christiana nois, which 
octturred thert', wlum a southern me.n was nuir- 
dered on the .soil ol' Pennsylvania, simply becau.se 
!;e undertook to recover a fugitive slave umler that 
law. 

I might refer to the diiilculties which Sjirung uj> 
in lioston, in the Biwns casi.t wlien it. became ne- 
cessary to Call out. fourteen or fifceen military ctun- 
liruiies to suppress the mob, and liiis Govei-nmont 
iiad tofoi)t ;i iiiU of i-^l.'], 000 ibr exjienses incurred 
in ciif.ircing tlu; law. 1 might nder to ihejJt: :uul 
manv other e;ises to .^how fh;U so far Iron '. acting 
in good faith, vou have thrown a.!! the ob.^Uicies 
you could in ihe wnv of tlie eniorcement ui' thai 
law. • 

iSii ujion exumiiiation it will be fivjud, fapj>re- 
lieud, iba; in i.'verv single ca.se. so tar iVoin ihe 
South having jiroved recreant to her trust, or 
h.avin;.:- i-iil.'d in ciunply ^viih all <-,()!;.stitutioiial 
obli>.';ali(M!s, and the reiiuireu'ients ot' law. .s'Sm- ii:!.s 



been ready at all times to enforce the laws and 
U{)hold the Constitution. T. asic, when have we 
failed to meet promptly all our duties and respon.^- 
ibililies as citizens of this Government.- An was: 
remarlced by my collcagiu>, the other day, we have 
always paid our taxes cheerfully. "SVe have al- 
ways furnished our full rpu>ta of men to carry 
on war against a connnon enemy; and there ha.s 
never been a time when the South was not a di'- 
fiMider of the Constitution, and of lav.-s made in 
pursuance thereof. "You sec no violence in the 
Soutli ; you see no bodies of men organizing thinn- 
selvcs into parties to resist the laws. AVhenevor 
yo\i wish to regale yourself with a sight ol" thi.'; 
iiiserijition you have only to travel North; and 
there you will lind, among those who cliarge n.s 
with a violation of good faith, organized bands of 
n^icn ready to override all law' and order. 

1 will not detain the House by running over tl;e 
long list of wrongs which the North has inilictcd 
upon us. I might refer to the 21st rule, which 
was adopted as a compromise between the two 
sections of llie Union, ijy which abolition peti- 
tions were to be received and laid upon the table, 
but not read or cotisidered. But you made un- 
ceasing war u])Oii it until the rule was rep(.:aled, 
and the door thrown open for the reception of 
abolition petitions and incendiary documents from 
every cjutu-ter. 1 might refer to the refusal by 
your predecessors to admit the .slave Slate.« — 
Texas, Florida, and Lotiisiana — into this Union, 
althoiigh they were tar south of the line of 3G^' 
30', simply because they had slave constitutions. 
1 might speak of your legislative enactineiUs by 
which yt\u undertake to disqualify your citizens 
from holding oilid; if ihey but aid a United Slate.-; 
luarshal, as a part of th.e posse comiiatxis, in the 
reclamation of fu'j;itive slaves. 1 might refer to 
the ads of your State Legislatures granting wrii.'; 
of mandaDius and Jiabcus corpus, by which slaves 
were taken from the possessioti of their masters 
with a view to iheir escape. 1 might refi;r io 
the incursion of Brown into' the SttUc of Vir- 
ginia, and show- that ilie act was th.e legitimaii' 
fruit of the aa-itation which vou luive fomenieii 
ami ale ujjholding at ihe North. You might as 
well exj'ii.'ct to see good seed, cast into rich soil. 
wat''red. by ihe genial .'-hov.'ers of heaveri, lUiii 
warmed by the rays of ihc' sun, refuse to gi^rm- 
inale and spi'ing into life, as to keep up this tiradi- 
at the Noi-lh anci not expect desperate and deluded 
men to ta.lce advantage of it to curry forv.-ard their 
villainous ])lots. 

] might lalk about the inf;imous ]l>'!])er booi;. 
w'iieli Jui.s been circulated through the South fnr 
ill'- most UiMarious purjiose'S. Jn reierence to it, 
I will only say that anv man wlio indo!-.scd luni 
recoiiimended it tf) the jvoblie, i.s not fit lo be th-' 
pnisidiiig ofiieer of this House. If he did it knovr- 
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is guilty of irearJon, and u-'- 
d\iom: ifee did it not knowing 
its CMiieni.-i;. lie jj-.i;-; (b'sjilayed aiiegree of i-eckiess- 
la ss that , ill my judgment , lot;;i!y ilisqualifie.s liini 
for S.I responsible a. |)o;;!tiuii. Whilr upon tiii.- 
poieit, lei me say, you seeni dele/mined to pluee 
as )irt;siding diiicei' nver tiiis body a man v,!i" 
signed that circular of rec.ornriieuihuion . !f ^■e^: 
d'l s'). v-u do it at vc/U.r T'erii. Vou sev^ v 



oilier cord t.hal binds ihi; Norlii and Souili lo- 
.^lUher. 'L'hii.t book has boon read and undcrst.ood 
l)y tin.! South, and Uvi wliolu country is iji a bhi/.c 
upon ihc sui-tject. TIkj momcMii you aoh^cl a 
Sj)uakcr w-ht) has given countenance to lints inta- 
mous publication, it will be considered by ilie 
South as an act of present insult addfd to pixHl in- i 
juries. Why insist upon putting Mr. Siieumak 
ni the chair? I have no objection to that gentle- ! 
man u])on personal grounds, lor his conduct upmi 
this lloor, so far as I have been acquainted with 
it, has been dignified and gentlemanly. You have • 
other men, whose signalures arc not to that book, ; 
who would be less obnoxinas to the South. But 
you must judge for yourselves, and lake the con- 
sequences, for you will be held responsible for it 
by the South at no distant day. 

I propose to pass over what is termed the Abo- 
litioji ])arty of the country, Genllemeii say there 
are but few of them: that they are i'anatics in their 
purposes and views. This .1 do )iot believe to be 
the case, if 1 understand their purposes, ihey 
are determined to interfere with slavery where- 
ever found, whether by consiituiional means or 
otherwise. Tht;y are determined to destroy the 
institution in the Stales, although it may involve 
t!ie destruction of the Constitution and the Union. 
But i pass that party by for the present. 

Those of you who call yourselves ilepublicans 
oxjiress your determination not to interfere (/free//!/ 
with slavery in the States, but to exclude it from all 
Territories now belonging to the United Slatess, 
and from all territory which wo may hercaft(.'r 
acquire. Am I right in ascribing to you that po- 
sition? If not, 1 want some gentleman n])on this 
door, who repn^senls your sentiments, to correct 
me. 1 do not desire to go before the country upon 
a false issue. The times are perilous, and we have 
arrived la a point when it is necessary that we 
should understand each otlnn\ I repeat the ques- 
tion, and pause for a reply: is it not your })ur- 
nose to exclude slavery from all territory now 
ijeiongingto the United States, or which may here- 
after lie acquired? And is this not to be done by 
direct congressional legislation? 

Mr. CURTIS. We are opposed to the cxton- 
Gion of slavery , and ])y every constitution;d means 
v,-hlch we can honorably interpose, we will, as 
{lepublicans, oppose the extension; but we do 
not, })ropose to stille the South by circumventing 
it by any system of policy. You liav<^ ample 
scope at present; witli about lialf the population, 
ihti ('ensus of 1850sliov.'s that you ha\e two hun- 
dred and sixty-four thousand more square miles 
of land than v.'e have east of the ilocky Mount- 
aitis. Whenever anv stilling inlluence occurs, 
then it is right and projier for tin.; peojile of the 
counirv to take up ihat cpicstion, i'or it is not my 
j'Urpose,ilirecily,or indi red! y, to injure tiie peoph- 
of the South. " Sullicii'iil unif) the day i-: the evil 
ih.eri.'of. ■■ 

Mr. SiiN'GLETON. Yes, sir: that is the son 
of;insv>-er I ijivari;ibly g'M from gentlem<;n — " Suf- 
ficient unto the day is tiie evil tliercof. You in- 
ii nd thus 10 lull tln' sus])icions n!" ihe South: 
make furiher aggressioiis Ujion us, until we are 
bound hand 'and foot, and then we are to be dealt 
■.vilh according iv your vi-.'ws of pro)>rie>y. Will 



the gentleman answer this question? Doe.s he 
not Itelieve that Congress has the power, by di- 
rect legisltition, to exclude slavery from every 
foot of territory now belonging to the Govern- 
ment: ;vnd will he not, when tin.! (jue-stion corae-s 
up, vote for such a law? 

Mr.CUllTlS. The gentleman has changed 
his (uiestion. 

i\l r . SI NG LETON . No , sir. 

Mr. CUilTJS. The question, as you i)ut it 
first, was this: Do 1 not believe- that 'ih.e ]UK)ple 
hiive a right to eX(dude the people of the South 
from the territory? I say, I do not. I say we 
;u'e ready to give you llu; same riglits that we ask 
!br ourselves. 
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Mr. CURTIS. Do you sui)posc that we of the 
North could not take slaves iiUo tlie Ttn-ritories ? 
Have we not the same physictd power and the 
stune tibility tss you have, to buy and ctirry slaves 
into the Tt!rritories ? When we exclude you we 
exclude ourselves from the right of carrying shives 
there. ]jut we do not desire anybody to extend 
slavery, and we say that we can vote to exclude 
slavery from the Territories, tuul I I>elieve we 
have the constitutional right to do so. It is slaves 
that we exclude, ;uul. not frcenu,'n. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Exactly. .That is what 
I desired to know. Is that the opinion of your 
party ? 

M'r. CURTIS. It is, sir, i;o far as 1 know: i 
speak only for myself. 

Mr. SIIS'GLETON. And I bclievii you arc 
considered one of the most moderate men of that 
party. I so regard you. Now, 1 understand, 
and the country understtmds, the issue as made 
up, that never tigain is a .slave State, with slave 
])rojjerty , to come into the Union. In other words, 
wc are never to have, inside of this G-overnment , 
another foot of slave territory while we remain 
in conf(;deratioii witli you. 

Mr. CURTIS. That is the ide'ti, sir; if we car. 
prevent it. 

iVlr. SINGLETON. Now, sir, do you imagine 
for one moment that llu- South is so far lost to 
every sense of honor as to remain in a (Confedera- 
tion \vit.h you on such terms? Do you imagine 
thill slavery is to be shut up ;uid inclosed within 
its present area, howevi.n- necesstiry it may be to 
expand r 

Mr. CURTIS, 
to ask him one question? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CURTIS. Wh<;n the Constitution was 
first made, iuid tin.' ordinaiic,e of .1787 w;is accepted 
by tin; Eirst C(.>ngress, excluding slave-ry from ;v!l 
the territory we then had; did you not tlu-n live 
with us in jirecisely iliat condition? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Of course we lived up to 
the com]);icts anrl compromises of the- Constitu- 
tion: l.)ut thtit Constiuition v.-asnot athipted when 
the- <ir(!inance of 17&7 was made botv/een the 
States. 

jVJr. CURTIS. I want to (v.mi-lud.:- my ques- 
tion. If it was right then, why is it not right 
now ? 

Mr.- SINGLETON. You are- wrotig in your 
ju-emise.s. In tiie first iilace. llie Constitution was 
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not tlien fonnfnl, und v:\\vu Cong;ress did pa.vs a 
law in favdr ofcarryini^ oui the ordinance of 1787, 
it was to carry out, an agivrmciit of s^ovorcign 
Siati'S, cnii'red into before the Con.stiiution was 
Inrmed. 

Mr. CURTIS. The la w of Coiiixrcss was pa.-.sc(i 
on the 7th of Augu.st, .1789. under tin? Con.stiui- 
lion of the United Sl;ite.s, after ihe Constitution 
had been adopleil. 

Mv. SI NG LETON. For what purpose } 

Mr. CURTIS. "Why, acce])ting and establish- 
ing that ordinance of 1787; and thereby excludin^^ 
slavery from the Northwestern Territory, the only 
Territ^iry then belonging to the United States. Is 
not that so.- 

Mr. SINGLETON. That is true, sir: as i 
iiave before explained. 

Mr. CURTIS. Well, if it was rioht then to 
exclude slavery from the Territories,'] ask. in all 
candor, whether it is not right now.' 

Mr. SINGLETON. 1 call the gentleman's 
attention to the fact tluxt tlierc vras no Constitution 
in existence at the time of the passage of tlie ordi- 
nance of 1787, and the sovereign States liad a right 
to make any <'ompact they plea.scd. 

Mr. CURTIS. "The honorable gentleman does 
!iot comprehend me. I allude to ihe law ]iasscd 
by Congress after 'the Constitution itself was 
a(lopted. 

Mr. SINGLETON. The gentleman is well 
aware of the fact that the ordinance of 1787 v/as 
a computet betwe(;ii sovereig)! States, without any 
Constitution to f;'overn and control their action; 
;md they had a right to enter into wdiafevcr agree- 
ment they thought proper; and the act of Con- 
gress of 7t,h August, 1789, was only confirming 
that tigreement. Rut the case now is altogether 
difibront. We live under a Constitution adopted 
by our fathers, and are compelled to conform our 
iegishition to that Constitution. And 1 submit 
there is nothing in it giving to Congress the right 
eitluM- to prohibit or est;U)lish slavery in any of 
the Territories; but, in the language of the'Su- 
prcnie Court in the Dred Scott decision: 

T!io territory l)oiiif;a piu torilio United St!it(',<,tli(; (Jnv- 
oniint'iit and ilic citizen hoili ciitor it under tin- anUiniily 
of tlic CuiistiiuUnu, with tlicir r('.sp(!Ciivo riulils dftlncU ami 
marked out : and tiic Federal (Jovornnient can o.vereise no 
[H)\v(;r over liis person fii' properly lif^vond wlialthai in.sr.rii- 
menl conlciv, nor iawriiiiy deny any ri^'lit u'liieli ii iiasrti- 
.S'.Tved.'' * ' * *■■ * * ' * * " * * *" 

" And no word can 1)0 found In ttic Con?titntioii which 
n;iV(;s ("on^Tc-r-.^ a iircatcr power ov(!rf-lav(! iiroperty. or which 
entitles proixMty of tliai kind to less protection Vhan pmii- 
i:\ \y of any otln.'r dcserii>tion. The onhj pownr covfr.rrcii. /.v 
,'/if poiccr c.otiplcd with the duh.) of t'jicirdiii^ (uiil prolcclhiii 
Ihc otrncr in .'tin righla.'' 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman from Iowa, in 
all his sjuteehes, has taken the ground that ihc 
ordinance of 1787 excluded shivery from all of (he 
Territories. Does the gentleman from Missis- 
^^ippi, by his silence, mean to be considered as 
acrpiiescing in that construction.' 

-Mr. SINGLETON. I do not. if yui will ex- 
amine the ordinance of 1787, you v/ill lin<i tli;\t 
it, in terms, excluded slaviM-y from the .A ()?•/// - 
cm I'crnldnj. (irS(M-ib(.'d as tin; territory ceded by 
V^irginia to iIk- General Government. It goes no 
I'urtlier. 

Mr. CLEM l::?^S. Mr. Clerk, if mv H-ientl irom 



Mississi]rpi will yield lo me for a moment j T be- 
lieve i can make a suggestion that will be a full 
and conclusive answer to the gentleman from 
lov/a. That question is not made for the fir.si 
time. The gentleman, put it fully, frankly, and 
lairly; and I submit to you whether tlic answer 
is not of that charactev. 

The gentleman from Iowa suggests that, under 
ihe ordinance of 1787, slavery was excluded from 
all the Territories tliat then belonged to the Union. 
Admit the fact; granted. There is aspecific chvu-se 
in the Constitution of the United States which pro- 
vides that all compacts made and entered into 
under the <dd articles of confe'deration shall bo 
valid and existing under the Constitution of the 
United States, and then; is the express power 
given !)y the Constitution to carry out that com- 
pact made by the several States which formed the 
Conlederation before the Constitution. The gen- 
tleman from Iowa now stands before tlic House 
and country and declares, with a sober face, 
without a grin on his countenance, that a special 
and sovereign power given in the Constitution of 
the United States, which binds us now^, and that 
legislation, passenl in conformity to that specific 
clause, (uiglit to be construed in favor of the prin- 
ciples for which he is hero contending. Now, t 
sul)mit to the gentleman from Iowa, even on his 
own jtremises, whether the conclusion which he 
has drawn is not utterly unallowable. 

Mr. CUIITIS. The preamble to the act jn-o- 
viding for the government of the territory north- 
west of the Ohio, approved August 7, 17S9, recites 
that— 

"Winiroas. in onior that the ordinance of the iJni'C'l Stat(;s 
in Con^Hiss as.--eniht(!d for tlu! fiovc^rnnicnt of the territory 
north\v(!=t of tlio river Ohio may eontinuL' to have full cllcct. 
it is rc(iuisii(; that certain jinnMsions should he made so as 
toadaiit the same to tlie jiresent Constitution of the IJniti.'d 
States." 

That act [lassed and was signed by Washing- 
ton, and it ri!ally jiassed without a vote. All con- 
curred ill the idea that the ordinance of 1787 .should 
be so extended over tiie Territories then existing 
to the northwest of the Ohio river. 

M r. CLEM15NS. Now, 1 submit to the gentle- 
man from Iowa, who is a pretty fair man, v>-hether 
he means \o contend, with a grave that that 
law was passed under the power of Congress to 
govern the Territories, or whether that jiower was 
not exercised under a sj^ecific grant in the Consti- 
tu.iion, 10 carry out the compacts under the old 
Confederation; which, in tlu' language of the Con- 
stitution, were valid, and existing under the Con- 
stitution as under the old articles of confi'ileratioii .- 

Mr. CURTIS. I understand that tlie lav.- v/as 
passed for the ])urposc of making clTective the ordi- 
iKUice of 17S7. 

Mr. SINGLETON. It is true, as the gentle- 
man stales, tluit the iavv was ]-.as;5cd for that pur- 
po.-Ae; Init I again ask him if this ordinanc.e of 
1787 was not a compact made by sftvereign State;-; 
Iji.'fore the adoption of the Pederal Consiituiioii : 
and if, when that law was jiassed under the Con- 
stituiion, it w;is not simjily tor the juii-j^ose of 
carrying out that compai'i — nothing more and 
nothing l"ss.- So far from the Slates having agroi'd 
that Con.iiri;ss had pov/e-r to e'xclude slavery from 
all the Territories, North Carolina expre.sslv re- 
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fused to ci'cli' lior tr-rrilory nnlos->j iho ri'^lil to 
uholisb or nxckulc .slavory iVom iJiiil territory 
should bt.' .i>!von up l>y Coiigresf!. 

Mr. STXNTON. " I dimply wisli 1,0 say, now ^ 
and for tli'j future, lluit ! do r.ot desire lol)oco!n- 
niittod !>y anytliiiiii;- tliat i,s said or refused to be 
said xiyioii tbis .side of tbi.' Housi; prior to its or- 
ganization. I protest against tbc rigbt of any 
gentleman to interrogate nio bere, or 10 "bind" 
me by any response or faikiro to rcs'pond on this 
side of tbe House. Wiienevor tbo 1-Iouse is or- 
ganized tli is cpioslion will be before the ]Toust' i 
and tbe oountry for disau?sion. Wo arc prepared 
to meet, it at a proper time and in a jiropcr man- 
ner. Wo will not meet it now, and we enter our 
protest against being concluded by anytlnng ibai 
may bo said or refused to bo said upon tins side 
of the House. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Yes, sir; but you will not 
meet it in i'uti.ire like men. 

M.V. STANTON. Wo will. 

Mr. SINGLETON. You will not do it. 1 i 
]irocldim it 1.0 the country'-, that whenever you; 
do answer the interrogatories ])ropoundi}d, your; 
answers will be evasive in iheir character, and 
that you will undertake to delude tbe pi;ople of j 
your own section as to tbc jiosition you occupy, 
i'ut I .shall hold tbc gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
Curtis] to tbc stateuKMit made to-day, and go to i 
the country upon thi; issue. You have avowed i 
on tbis floor your readiness to exclude sla.very by I 
direct legislation from all tbe icrrit(M-y i>elongingi 
to tbc United States, or bereafter lo be acquired.' 
If tbere be a, single man among you who does not ' 
occup3' this ground, lei him get. up ber(^, in the 
face oi" tbis body and bis constituents, and pro-' 
claim it. If it is viol your doctrine, 1 want you 
10 disavow it. 

Mr. CLI'^MENS. Some of tbe gentlemen ov. tbc 
olliersidcof tbe House seemed absolutely to doubl 
whether the power Aviiicb I quoted from the Con- 
stitution from memory was there or not. I de- 
sire, therefore, with the ]>crmission of my friend 
t'rom Mississijipi, to referspecifically 1"^ that clause 
of tbe Constitution. In the sixth article of section 
four of the Constitution, it is ]irovidcd, that — 

"All (Ic'hi.-; (•oiilraoliMlniiil oiij;n!^i.'nu>iU^ iMitcii'il iiUo 1m^- 
ibro tlic iuloption of tliis t'onsiiuitioii. sh;iU lu; iis viiliil 
a.Uiiiii.«t. tlio fjiiitod ii^tati.'f- uinler litis (."ciiisiiuniDii :is taidor 
llic (Joiiiedoralioii." 

And if gentlemen desire to quibble upon tbe 
word ".engagements,"' I undertake to prove from 
tbc debatrs and bistor}' of the limes that thosij 
eng-ag-ements were compacts of whicb the ordi- 
)iance of 1787 was one: andinasmucli as tliegen- 
thiman from Ohio [Mr. Stavton] has ex])ressed 
his willingness hereafter to deveioj) in full the 
whole policy of tbc Rejniblican j^arty, I throv/ 
down the gluve to bim now — and I know very 
well hisal/dity a.s a lawyer — and I will undertake, 
humble as j may be, to meet him on that ques- 
tion, at least, if \ am not able tc» mcetbim on any 
other. 

Mr. SINGLETON. 1 ask tbe attention ofgen- 
tlemt.Mi ujicu! the other side of the l-Tiiuse lo an- 
otber question whicb 1 intend to ask them, ami it 
is this: is it not your ]vur])osc, wheti you get the 
power into your bands, to repeal the tVigitive slave 



law, arid leave us witliout a law for i!ie reclama- 
tion ol'our fugitive Slaves.^ Is not. that ynirpur- 
r>ose, gentlemen.' Can 1 have no response from 
thai side of tbe House? Isthen^ no one who dare 
meet the question iit the face of tbe country • 1 
take il for granted, las you refuse to answer, tb;\t 
that is your purpo.se, and 1 charge il upon you. 

Mr. CURTIS. Some of my friends say, an- 
sM'er ilio interrogatory, and some say, do not do 
it. Every man must exercise liis own judgment 
in regard lo bis right to speak or not to speak on 
this floor. I shall exercise mine. ' 

Mr. GROW. Then speak only for yourself. 

Air. CURTIS. I shall certainly do that. I do 
not desire to conuriil any other g-ontleman. I .say 
this, ibai I believe there is a universal sonlimenl 
in the North, and t believe it h tbc general sonli- 
menl of (he Republican party, tbat that jirovisiou 
of tlie Constitution which requires tbe remlition 
of fugitive slaves should be fairly, boneslly, and 
honorably carried out. There is a great diHor- 
ence of opinion in regard to the law whicb now 
exists. Some believe thai it is unconstitutional; 
others believe lltalitis inhuman ; and a great many 
believe that the States themselves sbould exercise 
tbis jiower under the Constitution, and not the 
General Government. This diHerence of opinion 
has always created a great diireroncc of action, 
not ordy now, but in tlu! early days of our Re- 
public. In I79G, General AVasiiiiigion wrote to a 
friimd in Massachusetts, Mr. Wbipple, saying; 
thai one of his wife's .servants was in the State of 
Massachusetts, ami he desired her rendition under 
the act of 1793; but he added, tbat there was al- 
ways some feeling in regard to such niatlers, and 
that, in the event of any excitement or difliculiy 
in this case, be desired tbat the servant sboidd not 
be l.irougbt back: and she was not brought back 
Itecauso ui' the difliculiy. This .sbov.-s tbat diili- 
cullios exisl(.'d then, in 179G. That feeling exi.st.s 
to-day; tbe law is uiipoiiular and unsatisfactory; 
but in spile of tbat feeling our ]ieo]de are gener- 
ally dispo.sed to carry out the constitulioiial pro- 
vision. 

Mr. SINGLETON. _ Then I understand you 
to say tliat the people in your State are in lavor 
of enforcing tbe {"ugitive :slavc law.' 

Mr. CUilTiS. I .said tliat many men in my 
Stale lliiiik the present law i.s consiitutional in 
form, but inbuman in its jiracticc; but I say fur- 
ther, that in every instance wbich has coine to 
my knowledge, wlien it has been attempted, tbc 
law bas been executed in my State. 

Mr. SINGLEM'ON. Do you speak for the 
paily lo which you belonic.' 

M'r. CUMTlS. There Is nolbing said in tbo 
niitional jilatform of the Republican parl^', or in 
tbat of my own State, in regard to thai law. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Suppose a bill sbould be 
introduced into this House to repeal ilio fugitive 
slave law, will you vote for il? 

Mr. CURTIS. I will vote to amend the lavv, 
for it d')es not phrase me. 

Mr. SINGJ-LETON. Dr. I understand you to 
speak for the party to which you b(^long? 

Mr. CUllTIS. "l speak for myself, ai;id I speak 
now as I have .«!poken to the peojde of my district 
at Cfumcil HluiTs, in one of the last speeches 1 ad- 
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lirrsscd io ilicin. 1 staled that wliilc tlio la\v stood 
u)Kji) luir statute books us il was, we liad lo 5>ub- 
inii to it, ami thai v.'o would cndoavor lo carry ii- 
out. althou.i;h it was obnoxious to us in many ofj 
its fciiiuivs. I 

Mr. LAMAIv. AVill tlnj gonllcman tillow me \ 
I',' ask him a (|ucsliiin r | 

Mr. ClJIl'J'IS. 1 do not wish to be ro-^jpons- { 
ibii' for jirohii!ii;'ir!g this debate. I liold 'he door j 
i)y the courtesy ot' the *;enileman iVc Mis.sis- 
sijijii, [Mr. SiNCLKTox.] 

Mr. LAM Alt. 1 ;ini ready to incur iny aliaro 
(if the responsibility. 1. merely wisli to ask the 
p.-nilcmtin it" Ik; was not a sujiporler of iheAVhig 
jilaUorm of J 852, whicli made the measures of i 
L:!.')() a finality? | 

Mr. CURTIS. I voted for Goaeral Scott, and | 
that is aiioul all 1 had to do witli il. j 

Mr. LAMAR. You went for the ]}lalform ! 
too.' j 

Mr. CURIMS. 1 went for the platform. | 

Mr. LAMAR. The jrontlcman voted for Gen- 1 
oral Scott u)ion a ])laifonn pronouncinj;- those 
tneasures a finality; tvlid now the gentleman an- 
nounces himself in ftivor of what he calLs an 
annMidmenl of one of tho.S!e laws. 

Mr, CURTIS. Yes, .sir; because the Demo- 
cratic j)arly has since constantly and persistently 
introduced' thi.s (juesiion, and forced It upon the 
people, 

Mr. SINGLin'OiN. U must be pcn^ectly a))- 
jiarent thai the gentleman has]>laced himself out- 
side ot' the. Republican part)?^, by declaring that \ 
he is in favor of enforcing tin; fugitive slave law. j 
!joe.<! any Oliver Republican onthifj floor takethis 
position 

Mr. ST'AiSTOJN'. 1. intend, whenever the 
Ir.louse is organiz.ed, ttiul the pro])cr time comes, 
lu go into a discussion of the powers of Coiigress 
uitder \hii I'ugitive slave clause of the Constitution; j 
tlie exccutioti of it; the form of the law; and all 
about il; and g(.Miilemen shall have no misunder- 
.staniling or misapprehension as to my views iiiion '; 
ihose snbjcr.ts. Hut I decline to enter into the ; 
discu.ssion of a conslilulioiial rjueslion of great 
dilficully . ' in the shape of a dialogue, while an-; 
other ge^nieman lias the floor to make a speech, j 

Mr.' SIZnGLLTON. 1 would like to hoar the; 
gentleman now. ': 

Mv. STANTON. 1 decline to make my argu- 
meat v\('.\v. \ 

Mr. SlNGLliTON. The position taken by ttie i 
Repuldicun parly on this floor, of excluding sla- ! 
very from all t lie Territories which now behuig to | 
ns, or which may hero;iller beaccjuired, and their , 
detennina!i<in tore])eal the fugitive slave law, will, ' 
if persevered in, soon. r or hiter prove the deslruc- ; 
linn of every tie which binds us logetlair. U"you j 
imagine thai the jieople of the South will submit to 
i.K.-ci.nfuied to lli.-irpresenlaroa, to beshul oiitfrom 
sill' cornui-iii t-'rritories acquired ])y the comnion : 
blfjod and treasure of the nation, that slavery will ' 
linger out a jiour and miserable existence v.-iihin ' 
its |)reseui borders, and that our slave.s arc to 
i\sca|i(.' without a law to recover them, .1 tell you ! 
to-day tiiai you mrty begin lo prepare for a dis- 
solution of this Union. Every man upon this' 
floor from the South, will counsel tln.'ir congtil- 



uents — though they need not be counseled — to 
that effect. Their delerininution is lix'.'d and un- 
alterable, that they will have an exjjansion of 
slave territory in this Union if you will alU)wii, 
or out.side of the Union, if they nutsl. | A])i)lause 
in the galleries.] With me the excitement upon 
this subject h;is passed tiway in a great measure. 
The ]Vtu'oxysm is over, iuul the delirium of fever 
following the iirst agitation of this subject has 
subsided. Upon the supposition that the gentle- 
man from Iowa s]ieaks tln^ sentinsenis of the lilack 
Rejmblican i)arty,and that their purjuise is fixed 
to exclude us fortjver from the Territories, and 
confine usto our present limits, and that the fugitive 
slave law is to be repealed or so iilterod as to rt;n- 
der it inefHcient; if you desire to know my coun- 
sel to the people of Mi.ssissippi, it is, that ihey 
take measures immediaudy, in cojijunction with 
other southern States, to separate from you. 1 
believe that the sooner we get out of this confed- 
eration of States the better it will be for us, as 
every day we remain with you, under such cir- 
cumstances, but weaken.s and inipai rs our sire^igth , 
and renders us less able to cope wiih you. 

The (piestion arises, will the Rejniblican party 
be able, should the South remain in the Union, 
to carry out their purposes.^ Hut one answer can 
be given lo this question: they will. It is ti ki- 
ineiitable fact for the country that they have ilie 
numerical strength to do it; and we may as well 
make up our minds at once that slavery will bi; 
abolished if things move on in their ])resent di- 
rection. The wdiole Nort,h is against us, except 
a few noble Democrats who adhere.ao the Demo- 
cratic standard. The Whig parly, which was in 
power seven yetirs ago, -with a good prospect of 
so continuing, is now absorbed by the R(;publi- 
can parly. Our Democratic ])halanx of northern 
men is now whittled dowii to a small number. 
The Democrats have the majority in hardly a 
•single northern Slati;, and though v/e find a few- 
noble specintens of humanity who are willing lo 
sland by our rights, yet they are powerless so far 
as renderin.s; any assistance lo the South is con- 
cerned. 1 glory in their detenninaiion to opjiose 
this viliatecl puljlic sentiment at the North, though 
it may be their political overthrow. But without 
agreatchange they v.'ill be overlhrowji ; and sooner 
or later the whole power of the Government must 
pass into the hands of the Republicans. 

What evidence have 1 of it.' Gentlemen siiy 
thai 1 am niistaken, ami that 1 do not understand 
])ublic sentiment at the North, How happens it 
that there are one hundred and seven members 
u))on this floor, Rei)resenlalivi;s of the Black Re- 
publican party.' l-[owhap]iens it that almost every 
Democrat from the North > who has stood up for 
(Uir coiiSlilutional rights in the jiast, has been de- 
feated and driven into retirement .' If we can judge 
tliC complexion of jjolitics at the North by the 
character of its Representatives, we must conclude 
at oni:e that there Js little <.'lse than Black Repub- 
licani.sm there. Two years ago we had tlfty-three 
northern Dcnnocrats upon this floor. Now we 
have, I believe, twenty-six, SVhv w'cre those 
in(ni turned out.' For no other reason than to 
make jdace for Black Republicans, who will break 
down the institution of .slavery, if not by inter- 
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{(iY\n% with it dirc.'clly in tho Stales, ;u least hy 
hcdi^ing it in and cuttinj^^ ofl'all oxpansioii, wiiicii 
win a.s cortainiy accomplish ihcohjoct iu tinii-. 

Public sentiment is aii;ainst us. Tin; ile])i\rt- 
ments of the Government , thou;j;h not against us 
at this moment, will soon bo so. You have now 
almost the control of this branoli of Congress, 
without the aid ot'any faction from any quarter. 
You are now within oiglit or ten votes of orirnn- 
izinii: the Mouse by the c]<M;tion of a Black Re- 
publicaji Speaker, by force of your own numbers. 
Very soon, I doubt' not, you will turn out ihe 
.sound men now in this body. I hope for liettor 
things; but I doiibl not that all your eflorts will 
bo din;cted to overthrowing every iiian who has 
dared to speak in behalf of the rights of the South 
on tliis floor, and that you will succeed. Then 
you will have fall control pf tliis branch of Con- 
gress. 

How is it in ihe. Senate r That body is fast bo- 
coming PjUick Republican. There is iiot a single 
Senator there from the North who dare.s to speak 
in behalf of tilt.' consiitiitional rights of the South 
who is not marked at the moment, and systematic 
eflorts made to jiui him out of place. H ow docs 
it happen that such men as Choatc and Everett 
and Winthrop, in the old Whig party, an(l Ca.s.s, 
Dodge, Dickinson, and Gushing, in the Demo- 
cratic party, are out of Congress at this time? Is 
it not because they dared to defend the rights of 
the South on the subject of slavrn-y Have they 
not been compelled to retire, and make room for 
Black Rejniblicans.' The very same masses at 
the North who fill this House with Pjlack Repub- 
licans can do the same with the Senate, and itonly 
requires a few years to eflect the change. Every 
six years a Senator goes out of place, and a new 
one is elected ; and according to the progress that 
j)arty has been making i'or the last few years, it 
will not take long to give the Black llepu!.)licuns 
control in that end of the Capitol. 

What else? The v.jry same men who cl(!ct 
members of Congress, and who an; opposed to 
us, can elect their President over our iieads. "Were 
we not told, the other day, by tlie gesitlernan from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Hickman',] iluit there were 
eighteen millioiisof free white jieojile al the North, 
while there were only (sight millions at the South? 
We do not expect, therefore, t.o co]:(e with you al 
the ballot-box. We may possii)ly succeed, at the 
next presidoitial election, by renson of the dissen- 
sions in your ranks. Possibly the Dernocnilic 
party may keep the Gov(;rmni.'nt together for the j 
next four years. I'ut, at the end of ihattinie,! 
what chance, I ask southern men, have we of 
l)eingai)le to electa President or Iceep the coniroi 
of the Executive l)ranch of the Goverjimenl? 

Wel!, sir. there is one other branch of thcGov- 
ennuenl — the judiciary. N<H long sinc(^ Sku'- 
Auo, the great apostle of the Black Republican 
party, if! am not mistaken, rose in his ]ilace in 
the Senate, anil said, in suijstance, while v.-e were 
rejoicing over the decision in the Dred Scott case, 
"Gentlemen, go on rejoicing; you will iiave a 
short life, o!" it.' 'i'ho time is not' far distant v,-hen 
thatcourtwill be entirely ciianged.'' And w<,'knov>- 
it to be true. The .Tiulges oftiic vSuprenie Court 
are, tor tiu- most p;vrt, ageM.!, and their places must 



soon ixAjiome vacant. 'I'hesc places must he filiec) 
by Executive appointUK^nt, and those .-q-jpnint- 
m'ents confirmed by the Senate. The President 
being a Black ]*(^p\ii)lica.n, will seh'Ci l^lack Ive- 
publican nomiiiees, an<i the Senate will nl-icy his 
behests. Thus, there is nothing to ju-eveni th-.-ir 
changing the character of the Supreme Couri in 
the course of the next few years. 

All this we foresee. lfy(ui suppose- we !U->- 
blind to your pur)^oses, that we are not hiokiug tn 
the Allure, antl calcuhuing the chances (^f Iceejiing 
the Union together under the Consiituti(m, and 
def(!nding our own jieculiar institutions, y''>n are 
most egregiously misiiiken. The pooph; <>f the 
South arc iully awakt.' to all these facts, ami an.' 
)ireparing to m(;ei them. With tlic inasses of the 
peo])le againstus at the North, and with the whole 
Govi.'rnment against us in all ifs forms, what fu- 
ture is there for slavery in this Union? What 
have we to look forward' to as slave owners? We 
are to have no expansion — no legislation for tin; 
)u-oteclion of slavery in the Territories. 'Phe fu- 
gitive slave law is t,o be repealed or set at naught. 
Slavery in the District of Columbia, in the docl;- 
yards, the arsenals, and all public pla.ces, is to be 
abolished; 

I ask, again, M-hat will bo the future of the 
southern slaveholder? If slavery be confined in 
its present limits, the institution will nectn^sarily 
be overthrown. It is only a question of linn.-. 
Wc have now four million .slaves in the fifteen 
southern States. That population, doul)ling itself, 
according to the cerisus returns, every twenty-five 
years, by natural increase — to say nothing of 7\t''- 
rican importations — v.-e will in fifty years from 
now have sixteen millions. What <dse is truer 
It is a fiua Icnown to all, that in the border <;oMn- 
ties of Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Mis- 
souri, slaveiT is almost a nominal thing. Men 
cannot aflorii to own slaves when, liy crossing an 
imaginary line, th.;y fall into the liands of our 
enemies and their friends who aid them in iheir 
flight. Hence you find slave owners in those 
(;ountios selling ofl' their slaves and crowding them 
down into the States on the Athmtic coast and 
G u 1 f o f M I i X i c 0 . ""i.' h i s 0 p r a t i o n i s g o ! n g o n_ d a i h' , 
as every man knows. Confine i;s within our 
present limits, and it vv'ill ml be long beftire the 
mstituliun wit! sink of its own weight. AYe ought 
not to Vv-ait for that time. Do you thiidc, gctntle- 
men, that we will remain quiet while this is being 
done? Do you think that wc will ever consent 
to have our four million negroes placed on a foot- 
iu'j; of (^quality with ourselves, our wjves and 
children? II' you do, 1 tell you that you reckon 
v.-iihout your host. The South will nm-er sub- 
mil 10 that state of things, it matters not what 
evils come upon us: it matters not how deep --.vc, 
may Isave to wade through blood; we are bound 
to keiq'i our slavi's in their present position. And 
let me ask you, what good would you bring to the 
slaves by this procj-ss of abolition? You may 
possibly have the object in viev.' of benefiting the 
slavi.', or brmefiiing the white race, or both : bni 
sujipnse yon could carry out your plans and I'.ou- 
fine us to our present area: and suppose that 
ih'.- inslitu.tion of" slavery should abolish ilself, 
v.'hal would vou have done? You knov/ it is ini- 
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possllilt; Inr u,-! to live on tcnvis of equality U'illi ii 
Liifiu. It isiHjt l<i .sii}ij>ii.s(j(l Inv a. lUKtuoiiL that, |i 
We call 'io so. Thtj result, would hi,' a war betwoon ; 
■lie races, which would jierha]:is involve the niter! 
utuiihilalidn ol' o)U' or the. other; and tluui! \ou i 
See that, instead of benefuinL,' either, yon vrould [ 
liave hroui;ht disaster npon both. j 
I5nt 1 tell you he-re, to-day , that lhe institution ofi 
slavery must be sustained. The South has made ■ 
its mind to keep the i)lack race in bondage.; 
It' we ;ire not pcrniilted to d(» this iiiside of thoi 
Uni'ii!. I ifi! you that it will bo done outside of, 
it. Yes, sir, and we Vk'iii expand this institution;; 
We do not intend to be coniiiied within our prcs-| 
<'nt limits: and ther-- .;re not nitm e'liougli in alii 
your borders l(t coe:-.e three million armed men j 
in the Soniii. 'Ui!i prevent their going into the; 
surrounding territories. Weil, sir, you ask mc 
if we c,;i.n preserve this institution out of the 
Union? That rpiesiion iri very frequently asked. 
I do not know what the result will bo. 1 believe j 
vve can. I believe that, ;Uthough fanaticism i.s i 
rampant at the North, there is still good sense ■ 
enough among the people to hold abolitionism in i 
check, and prevent it from making personal war' 
Ujion us wlieni:ver wt; make up our ininds to 
i-.'ecede peacealdy froih this Confederacy. j 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [IVJr. lIicK-' 
MAS'] said the otlior day that* they would coerce { 
us. I would like to know if he will lioad the I 
Ibrce that cumes down for tha.t purpose? He will ' 
remember th.at Mississippi iicquii:ed some char-! 
actor ill the war with Mexico. He will recollect j 
that we. had a regiment of ridemcn tliere, headed \ 
by .l!:m;iisoN Davis, who still lives to lead, it may ! 
be, a. southern army in defense of her rights. 1 ; 
would remind him, also, that there was a Palmetto ' 
regiment, from South Carolina that did some good j 
;?erviec in the Mexican war. Other soutlicrn i 
States were represented there, and gained an im-j 
mortality of renown. I f he will but cast his eye \ 
liack to these things, and then recollect thatevery-': 
thing we have, and everything that we hold sacred 
and dear on earth, will be slaked upon the issue, ; 
he must see at once that any attempt upon the! 
»art of the' North to coerce us must result in ' 
doodshed — I mightsay knec-dce]) — upon our bor- \ 
ders. No, the North will never attempt tci coerce ; 
us. Whenever the South makes up her mind to i 
remain no longer in this confederation of States,' 
we will say to you, "We watit no bloodshed; we ; 
have nothuig against you, if you will let us alone;' 
we vv'ill shake hands with you, and walk out ofj 
this Confederacy bidding you God's blessing, and ; 
v.-ishing that you may jirosp'. r; wi; Vvill leave you; 
in peace, and intend to make no war upon you.'' ;j 
Hut if you unihtriake to make war upon us, firsi M 
look' We'll to the consequences, I believe there is/ 
still suiiicient conservative feeling ltd't in the Nortii 1 
to prevent this slate of things. Not only thai,; 
but 1 l'e!i(ive inm-e are men upon this floor, from; 
the North, over Vvhose ilead bodies you will be ; 
con)iiclled to walk before you ever reach the! 
South. Ihit you v.nll not attack us. You wiib 
;iot send ilown an army, and spend millions of 
didlars, for the purpose cf redtuiing us to a ccm- 
ilition worse than that of our slaves. You v.-ill 
ueviT undertake to force us back into the Union, ; 



iuul compel us to live in it, when you liave forced 
us out of it by your intole'rable coiuluct towards 
us. My word for it, no such thing v.'ill be d()ne. 
.'\nd not only that, i)Ut we sluill be aide to take 
care of our slaves. You do not want tlann. Al- 
though your people would forc(; them from us, 
when we travel among you: although they seduce 
them from u.s at home, aiul give aid and comfori 
to them when they escape, you do not want theni 
in your States; they are not a fit element (or so- 
ciety. It may be e.sked, what evidence have 1 
<d" that l"act? There is scarcely a northwestern 
State that lias not a huv ujion its statute-book 
]n-(;ventiiig the ingress of free negroes into its bor- 
ders. Why, sir, I am told that in the very town 
where the Ue|)ublicau candid:ite for the Speaker- 
sliip resides, the town council, a short timi-. since, 
jiassed an ordimuice ex<duding negroes fron; the 
place, a.nd they were absoUitely stoned out of the 
town. There is a gentleman now in the gallery 
of the House wdio inlbrmed )ne of the fa.ct, and 
who was present when this occurred, or soon 
after. 

Do you want a free colored population in your 
midst? You would not feed and clothe them as 
we do. I have traveled through ytair section of 
the country, and, so far as my recollection goes, 
1 liave never seen ;i negro engaged in agricultural 
pursuits within the borders id' a free State. Y'ou 
have nothinte '•O do v.'ii,]i theni. If you want to 
employ laborers, you employ white men. Tliey 
are crowdeil together in the larga cities, live there 
as they can on the olTa! of the streeMs or on what 
they can .steal or what little they can get for their 
menial services. You know- yourselves you have 
no use for such a jiojHilation as this. Why ev.;n 
in Canada, ] understand that it is seriously co-i- 
femplatcd to force the negroes into sottle'ments of 
their own, to coloni/.e them, so troublesome have 
they become. Why interfere wiih ouv slaves? 
Have we not Viuilt up your northern cities Ijy our 
commerce? Are they not dependent u.]ion us to- 
liay for our support in the way of trade ? The gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Ci.Mxn] declared the 
other day that they could not do without us. 

j\[r. CLARK, of New Yorlc. .1 desire to say 
to the gentleman from Mississii)])i tliat my re- 
mark was not that tlie city of New Ynrlc could 
not stand against a dissolution of tiie Union. M y 
remark was — at hjast, that is what I designed to 
sa\- — that s!ie had not sent, and, in my Judgment, 
would not consent to send, or could not alTord to 
stnul, a sectional man to Conirress. 

Mr. SINGLI5T0N. I understood the g-nile- 
man to say that the Nortli could not dispense w-iih 
tile South. 

■^.Ir. CLARK, of New Yorlc. t ha.ve -lot said 
that. 

Mr. SINGLETON. He said something to that 
eli'ect. 1 should like togethohi oi* the gentleman's 
siieech, and see precisely what language ho tlitl 
enijdoy. 1 ren.'ember it made- the impression dis- 
tinctly on my mind tha.i we wen: tributary to the 
North, and tluilNew Y'ork could not allonl to give 
up this advantage. 

Mr. CLAilK, of New York. I did not mean 
to be so understood. I merely meant to say — for 
1 was then re'spoiuling to the charge thai 1 was an 
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Abolitioni^•l. — tliat the city ofNow York had not '. 
sent and wouJd not send a sectional man to Con- ; 
gress. That was all. 1 may have said tliat she ' 
could not alibrd to send a sectional nian to Con- ; 
gross. i 
Mr. SINGLETON. The impression made { 
upon my mind — and it was the imjn-ession made ! 
njion the minds of other gcntlenieii with whom 1 ^ 
have conversed — v.-as as 1. have slated. \ 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. 1 did not say i 
tliat. ' 1 

Mr. SINC4LF;J^0N. Well, tliat was the im-j 
pression made upon me attlic time. Tiie gentle- 
man '.s speech has jjone to the country, and its 
iang-viai^e will In: properly judged. 

Mr. Clerk, there is one other question to M'hich 
I wish to direct the attention of the House for a 
moment, and that is the question of squatter sov- 
ereignty as advocated by certain gentlemen on 
this iIoor,and by thuir great leader, Mr. Doijgi.as. 
Sovereignty, as 1 understand it, and as it is de- 
(ined by leKicograpliers, is the highest power — 
the supreme power in n State; and, if this defi- 
nition be correct, (and 1 apjirehend nol)ody will 
controvert it,) wlien Mr. Douc:las and his follow- 
ers undertake to put the Territorial Legislature 
upon tjic same footing witii a Slate Lcgislaturoj 
in liiy judgment, they are guilly of a niost egre- 
i^ious blunder. Now, h:t me ask Avluit sovereignty 
IS there — call it squatter sovereignty, popular sov- 
ereignty, or wliatever else you please. — belonging 
to the people of a Territory ? Can tlicy organize ! 
a territorial government for themselves? Caii they 
declare the boundaries of their State Can they 
clect_ their own officers without the special per- 
mission of the Congress of the United States? 
Evt.-vy act that is jiasiscd by the Territorial Legis- 
lature is subject lo the revision of Congress, and ^ 
liable to l>c annulled by that body, and there is 
not a single act a Territorial Legislature can per- 
form showing it to be sovereign. 

But the gentlemen claim that the liGgislature of 
a Territory has tlie same power as the Legislature 
of a Slate. AVhy, sir, never was a more erro- 
neous proposition asserted. A State Legislature 
may [lurlbrm a thousaiul acts of sovereignty, its 
pov/er being controlled by no superior, "it 'may 
p-ass acts defining and establishing its limits, cn- 
iargiiig or diminishing its boundaries. The peo- 
pie_ot» a State select tliciv own olliccrs, establis:)! 
their ovrn judicial tribunals, alter or abolish their 
Slate government at will. And when goJitlemen 
undertake to put a Slate and Territory^'upoii the 
.same fooling in I'cspect to sovereignty, tJiey in- 
volve themselv(?sin difficulties whid) they cannot 
meet successfully, and fall short of a correct view 
of the matter. 

Having alluded to this subject, it may be that 
.some gentlemen would like' to know what my i 
opinions arc. in regai-d to the approaching election I 
oj' President, or wliether 1 would vote for a man i 
v.'ho advocates the doctrine of squatter sover- j 
i.'ignty. YVoll, sir, I slate to you now, as 1 have ' 
Jointed to the. people of my district, th.at I care not 
v."h() I ill'. rn;',n )n;!v 



iMiierlainmg li-eso views, 
I'liii] claiming that a Trvrilorial Lfgisl.-.tui-e, cither 
unfrii.-ndl V h-rislat-ion or bv ri.'iasin'- to h'lns- 
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lories, and tliat Congress, in sue!) case, cannot or 
ought })ot to jiass laws jn-otccting slavi; projierty? 
can never receive my vote for Presid(>nt of the 
United Stales — Democrat as I have always been. 
I will not consent, under any circumsUinces, su 
far to stultify myself and injure the South as to 
lend support to a.ny such Jieresies. Tiiere was 
a time when I looked upon .Tudge Doufii.As as 
the great man ol" the jiartv. Ami 1 mr.y safi ly 
say that if h.e liad not gone olT uj)on this Lecoinp- 
ton question, at the approacliing Charleston con- 
vention the whole South would have gone ioi' 
him: and had lie not become sectionalized l.ty his 
course upon that question, he would not only 
have come out of that convention wiih t!u> Soulh 
united for him, but he would have gmie into tin: 
Presidency beyond. adoul)t. Irhit [ nov.- assrrt, 
in the most emphatic language, that if lie shall bt- 
the nominee of that conv(.'iition, I care not upon 
what platform he may stand, i will not cast my 
vote for him. 

Mr. LOGAN. I wish right here to coiitrasl 
mv Democracy whh that ol' the gentleman. As 
tills matter has been brouglit u]i, I wish to say, 
and 1 believe 1 express the views of my Denio- 
crati<i colleagues from Illinois, tliat we v.'ill vote 
lor the nominee of the Charleston conventimi 
whoever lie may be, wltelhcr from the North, 
South. East, or "AVest, for the j'turpose oi'jnitting 
down the Republican party. [Applause in the 
galleries.] 

Mr. SINGLETON. _ 1 tliank the gentleman for 
informing me of the dilVerencc of opinion bet ween 
him and myself. If that is the way the gentleman 
jiroposi's to ]Hitdown tlie I3lack Republican party 
by voting for a man who denies ]>rotection ti.* 
slave property in the Territories, I must declin<: 
the honor of taking part with him in such election. 
1 do not wish to be misunderstood upon this ques- 
tion. 1 shall here and elsewhere endeavor to define 
my position in language that shall convey my 
ideas. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Mississippi if he supported the Kansas- 
Nebraska bill? 

Mr. SINGLETON. 1 did. 

Mr. ADRAIN. Then I ask tiie gentleman if 
that bill does not leave the people of the Territo- 
ries perfectly free to n;gulute the Cjuestion of sla- 
very for themselves, and wliether the position 
taken by Judge Douglas is not the position upon 
which the gentleman supported that bill? 

M-r. SINGLETON. _ Ves, sir: the Kansas and 
Nebraska bjll leaves tliis question to be settled by 
the people themselves, but itmust beat the proper 
time; and that is when they make their constitu- 
tion, prior to coming- into 'the Union as a State. 
They have not the right to regulate the question 
cf slavery anterior to that time. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I wish to ask the gentleman 
another question. 1 wish to ask him if the Kansas 
imd Nebraska bill declares tliat the people of ;i 
Territory liave not the right to settle the question 
of slavery until they form a constitution prejjara- 
torv to corninu' into tlie Union? 

i\Ir. SINGLETON. Yes, sir; that is the laii- 
iruML^e of the Ivansns and Nebraska act. 

Mr. ADRcVlN. Well, sir: l denv that inter- 
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preUition of the iuil. On iho cnnlrary , it oxprt'ssly 
say.s' thai it is its true iiUcut iind nioanitig not to 
li'iiisUiU:; slavery ijilo any Turrilory? or to oxcludt; 
ii ihcrcfrom; but to ioavc tho })eopio porCcctly frco 
to control it thomsolves. 

Mr, Si NGLETON . Yos, sir; I undoi-stand the 
(iitVcrc-nco ot' intcrjireiation of ihi-s dci bjiwoen you 
aii(! myself. It is a very wide (inc. 

M.r. A DRAIN. I ani .sorry that there .should 
bi.: a diOorenee between us. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I am )iot sorry. Men 
iiavi; a rii^lil to hold their oinnions here, ajul there 
is no ner.e.saity for sheddini;; tears about the matter. 

Mr. ADilAlN. 1 am not defining my ]io«i- 
tion. My object wa.s to under.sland the gentle- 
man '.s po,sili(Mi. 

Mr. CLAlllv, of New York. I. would lik(; to 
ask the g(!nth;man whether he under.standK tlie act 
creiiiin^;; the territorial orj^aiiizationa for Uiah and 
New Mexico, as not permitting the people of those 
Territories to exclmle .slavery wliile they remain 
in a territorial condition.' 

Mr. SINGLETON. J have not examined the 
]>rovi.sions of that act very recently, and will not 
undertake, at I hits mcnnent, to answer the qv.eK- 
tion of the gentleman in jiositive terms-, but my 
impression is, it beur.s no .sueii interpretation. 

Mr. CLAIIM, of New York. Well, sir; I 
will .simply say to my frit;n(l from M(jxieo [great 
laughter j 

M r. SI NGLI-:T0N. Very well , the gentleman 
ni ed not be surprised before a great while to find 
me con\ing from Mexico, for it will nol be hsng 
tiefore v;e shall extend our borders in that direc- 
tion, [La\ightcr.] 

Mr. CtjAlUv, of New York. I will simply say- 
to niy friend from Missi,ssij)pi lhaltlie language ol' 
tilt! actcreatingthe territorial organization for (Jtah 
and New Mexico, ])ermits them to come into the 
IJnicm wil h or withoutslavcry, as they may see fit. 
Now, if I. under.stood the argunient of the honor- 
a!)le gentleman, he insists that Congress has no 
right to pass a law cxchiding slavery from th.e 
Territories. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I do. 

Mr.CLAIv,K,of New York. Now, if the people 
of the Territories, through their Legislative As- 
.s<Mni)iit;s, cannot exchuie slavery, how is it pos- 
sible, if slavery may go unirammeled into the 
'rerritories, that LTtali and NewM<;xico can come 
into the Union without slavery, if thev sec fit.' 

Mr. SINGLETON. Precisely as every other 
free Slate has come in. When they come to form 
their State organization, they may .exclude sla- 
ver}' if tlie}' think jiroper. 

Mr. CLA.llK, of New York. Perhaps the gen- 
tleman from M.ississipj)! does not understand the 
point of my (question. The law creating the ter- 
ritorial organr/.ations of Utah and New Mexico 
expressly declares th;it those two Territories may 
come into the Union v.-ith or without slavery, as 
they may s.'.e fit. N<.iw, the argument of the'gen- 
'.leman is tha.t Congress cemnot, by law, exclude 
slav(!ry from the Territories. His argument also 
is thill tile jieople of a 'i'crritory cannot exclude 
it. If these posit.imis be sound, how is it possible 
■hat tiuit part of the comiiremiise of J850can lake 
efrect.^ 



Mr. SINGLE'I'ON. I ihink the response I 
liave already given an.swcr.s tlie question of the 
gtmtleman: that the delegates in the convention 
wliich meets to form a constitution and State gov- 
ernuKnit ])rior to cmning into the Union may then 
perform thcfirstactofsovereignty of the Territory, 
and exclude slavery if they shall see fit. They 
wouhl not then be controlled by any act of Con- 
gress, according to former precedents; and the 
people of some of the Territories have even held 
such conventions Vv'ithout ihe authority of an act 
of Congress. The gentleman must know that 
TerritoriaKLfgis/a/urt's do not make constitutions, 
but delegates elected by the people for that purpose. 

Mr. CLAIIK, of New York. There is u par- 
ticular moment when the transition takes place 
from a Territory to a State; and if slavery is there 
the new State must come in with slavery. I usk 
the gentleman whether it is possible, upon his own 
theory, that Utah and New Mexico can come in 
without slavery, even if the people .shall see lit 
to do so, as is provided in the organic act.' Does 
the gentlemati stand upoti the coin{:'romi.se.s of 

Mr. SiNC^LETON. Well, sir, I did not. I 
made war upon them in my own State at the time 
of their adoption, and I have never been satisfied 
with them from that day to the present. The 
people of my State, however, 'declared that they 
would abide by them, and I agreed to acquiesce 
in tiiat decision simjily because 1 could not do 
otherwise. 

Mr. CLAIIK, of New York. I ask if the t.'rms 
of the. compromises of ISoO were not that Utah, 
and New Mexico may come into the Union with 
or without slavery as tliey may sec lit.' 

Mr. SINGLETON. Certainly. 

Mr. LAMAP*.. I understand that it is denied by 
gentlemen upon the other side that the lvansa.s 
bill specifies the mode and time when slavery 
shall be excluded or admitted. 1 understood the 
gentleman from New Jensey [Mr, Adkajx] made 
that denial. 

Mr. ADRAIN. Certainly. 

Mr. LAM All. And the gentleman from Nev.* 
York [Mr. Clavik] made that denial, f now as- 
sert that the Kansas-Nebraska bill expressly pre- 
scribes the tinie when, and the mode in wiiich. 
that question may be determined; and a prescrip- 
tion of that time and mode precludes any other 
time and any other mode. After organizing the 
Territory and defining its limits, thc^bill says: 

•■'And wlion adiiiiftod as a State or States, the said 'i'or- 
riiories, or any portion of tlio .snnio, .slinlJ be received iiiifi 
(lie Union wiili or witlioutslavcry aMllieli-oonstitutions may 
j)rcscril»c at iho time of such adiui.ssion." 

Mr. M cCLERNAND. But that does not pre- 
vent the people from exercising that power before 
that time. It carries no implication to that efiect. 

Air. LAMAR. Ex]iressio unius est exclusio 
alteriiLS. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. That maxim does not 
apply. 

Mi-. GROW. When doctors di.sagree, who 
.shall decide.' 

M r. CLA RK, of Nev.- York. I referred to the 
bill.s organizing the Territoriiis of Utah and Nev; 
.Mexico, and not to that oriranizinir Kansa.s. 



Mr. SINGLETON. Tlio power is loft :ui open 
on(,'. They may come in willi .slavery or without 
slavery, they may determine: and the question 
now is, when m;iy they determine upon the cliar- 
ucter of their domestic institution.s? I .say, when 
ihey frame their organic law, and not before. 
Th(;y have no .sovereignty, as I have shown, in 
their territorial state, and tliey can exercise no 
right whatever, independent of the authority of 
tlio Congress of thi; United States. The very llrst 
act of sovereigJily they can do i.s in framing their 
fundamental law.' lu tiiat tliey have tlie right to 
declare Avhether they will tol(;rate slavery or n.ot. 

A few words more and I shall conclude. I have 
already detained the House longer than I intended. 
Th.e cjuestion now is, if we sever the con)U!Ction 
whi<r.h binds us and tlie North together, how are 
We to preservf; the institution of-slav(M-y? Th'^r^j 
is biU one. mode by which, in my humble judg- 
Viienl, it can be ]-»erjietaatcd for any considerable 
number of years. We may fail in that, but cer- 
tuiidy it is the surest chance oflered us to )>re- 
^erve it." That mode is by expansion, and that 
exfiansion must be in the direction of Mexico. 
At present tliere is no settled govt'rnment there, 
ft is, to all intents and purposes, defunct; and we 
Iiave the right, to tlie exclusion of all others, to 
iulmmister U])on the estate; and wlien we have 
wound it up, there being no ijctter heirs tlian our- 
selves, we will be compelled to hold that terri- 
tory. That will aH'ord us tin outlet for slavery. 
There is in Mexico a large (extent of territory that 
is suited to the cultivation of cotton, sugar, and 
vice. In my opinion wc must, and we art; com- 
pelled to, expand in that direction, and thus per- 
petuate it — a hundred or a thousand years it may 
lie. Tliat is the only conceival.de mode by whicli 
that institution can be preserved, imless tlie people 
ul'the North sha.ll jiutdown this Republican party, 
epen the Territories to us, protect slavery when 
carried th(;re, (Mi force the fugitive slave law, and 
iiive us the full meiisure of our rights uiider the 
Constitution. I have but little liopi.'s lliat tluty 
will do this. It lias been long a winning game 
tor politicians. This slavery agitation has br-ttn 
the hobby u))on which they h.ave rode into oiUce, 
nnd they are not; willing to abandon it now. 

It may be asked, when will the time come when 
we shall separate from the North ? I saj^ can- 
'iidl}'^, if the views expressed by the gentlem!i.n 
from Iowa, are, as he says, commo)i to the iiepub- 
lican party, and if they are determined to enforce 
those views, I declare myself ready to-daj'. I 
would not ask to dcliiy the time a single hour. \ 
um willing to unite with the ptiople ol' tlic South, 
for this purpose, at any time, i sj)eak the words of 
truth and soljeniess when I say t.hat I Ijclieve a. 
majority of my constituents are prepared to take 
that ste]i. In the lastcanvass I occupied the same 
ground i occu]iy to-day. An inde])endent Dem- 
c.c.rat ran against me, and attempted to put me 
down upon my ultra southern views; and yet, in 
« district of fourteen thousand votes, I was elected 
!)y live tliousand five hundred and sixty-four ma- 
jority. Hut not only is my distri<;t, but 1 believe 
•'\-'-vy district in my State is j)repared to take ground 
ill favor of a <Ii.ssolution of the Unioii.v/hen you 
tell them that such are your sentiments and pur- 



poses, l^ut it is not probable tl\at we will do it 
to-dav or to-morrow. You ask me when v,'ill 
the time come: when will the South be united.' 
It will be when you elect a )-ilack llejniblican — 
Hai.k, SKWAiin.or Chase — President of the Uni- 
ted States. Whenever you luidertake to ))lace 
such a man to preside over the destinies of the 
South, you may exjiect to see u.s undivided and 
indivisible friends, and to see all parlies of the 
South arrayed to nisist his inaugiiration. Can 
we stand by and permit such a man as either oi 
those named, entertaining such sfuuimenis, to 
lake the presidential chair.' What should we 
have to hoj^c for.- A miui who will walk into the 
United Stales Senate and put his hand ujion the 
l.il.de and talfe an oath to sup[iort the Constiiu- 
tion of the United Slates so long as he remains a 
member of that body, and then, (before he is fairly 
s(!at.ed in his place, rise up and declare that then; 
is a higher law than the Const.itution to control 
his acFion upon the subject of slavery, is not fit 
to be ruler of the Jiation. Wc will never commit 
our institutions to the kc(!ping of a man who will 
not res]->e(it the Constitution, tho\igh sworn lo do 
it. We can never quietly stand iiy and permit 
the control of the Army and Navy to gf) into tlie 

' hands of a Black Republican President, electe{l by 
a ]")ure!y sectional vote, upon an anti-slavery ijlai- 
forni. I t is known to you, as it is to me, that the 
President has the right, to a great extei'i'l, to re- 
move the oHicers of the Army and Navy without 
giving a reason for his action. Whenever those 
officers, therefore, render themselves obnoxious 
to a Black Re])ublican President, by refusing to 
obey his behests, in his crusade against slavery 
and slave owners, their places will be vacated to 
make place lor his minions and sujipliant tools. 
And thus, with the military and naval Ibrces at his 
command, he would be prepared to execute the 
tlirea.ts of coercion indulged in upon this lloor by 
his satellites. 

Again, I believe the presidential appointmentf, 
number some one luindred and. twenty thousand. 
Of these, some fifty thousand arc in the South. If 
Skwaiio or any oilier man of like views be elected 
President, 1 take it for granted that nohonoraldc 
gentlenum in the South will hold ofiice mider him. 
I would not do it myself: and 1 believe my cbn- 
siituents and the people generally would lake the 
same high grounds. If t.herc be found in the 
South those who would be willing to take office 
under him, they would be marked, and if not ex- 
pelled Ironi the community, would be looked upon 
with great susjiicion. Can you sup])ose that the 
people of the South will permit fifty thousand 
office-holders, or any number of them, to be sent 
there as abolition emissaries, for the purpose of 
stealing our slaves and encouraging insurrection 
among them? Is it to be presumed that v.-e could 
submit to such a state of things? No, sir: the 
South will never submit to it, if I. understand her 
tem]icr and disposition in regard to the nuitter. 
So lliat, when the day shall arrive that a Black 
Republican is elected President of the United 

I States — a man v.'ho declares that there is an irre- 
pressible conflict going on between slave labor and 
free labor.; and that the former must give ])lacc to 
the latter — and whenever such a man uiidertakes 
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to force himself upon us, then you will find that 
oxory arm in the South as- ill be nerved for resistance, 
and that the days of the Republic arc numbered. 

if you mean to preserve the Union, thei'C is but 
one jtlai) by which you can succeed in doin^- it. 
Recede at once from the position you have taken; 
thro v.- open the Territories to us; acknowledge our 
right to settle them; declare to the world that if a 
Territory apply lor admission as a slave State, you 
will at once, aiul without any reservation, admit 
her; execute the fugitive slave law; however un- 
pleasant it nniy be to you, give assurance to the 
people of the South that wlien their slaves run 
away, you Avill, at least, inicrj)Ose no obstacles to 
their recovery; cease your eternal war upon this 
institution, and then we may expect the storm to 
subside, the political waters to recede, and the 
vessel of state to rights herself, and dance gayly 
away before a prosperous breeze. I am no prophet, 
nor tlio son of a prophet; but I tell you that un- 
less you do this, unless you desist from tlic course 
which you are pursuing, the historian now lives 
who will write the sad epitapii o£ Ilium fuU upon 
the monument of the iiation. 
■ Mr. KILGORE. Mr. Clerk, [cries of " Sit 
down," from the Republican benches,] I under- 
stand the gentleman to assume that the South lu\s 
Ji right to secede from the Union peaceably, and 
that he is in favor of peaceable secession. ■ 

Mr..«l.NGLETON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KILGORE. HcfoIk)M'supthatdeclaration, 
however, by saying tliat the South will not permit 
the inauguration of a Black Republican President. 
1 ask him how it can prevent that, peaceablj'? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Why, sir, by severing 
our connection with you. You inay make him 
President of the northern States, but you cannot 
make him President of this R epublic. I do claim 
the right of peaceable secession. I say that the 
States have the right to judge of the time and 
manner of secession; and I should like to know 
of the gentleman whether he would undertake to 
prevent our going out,, or to bring us back again 
forcibly, if we do go out? AVili you answer that 
question? 

Mr. KILGORE. I am not to answer for any- 
body but myself. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Tlion I want you to an- 
swer for yourself. 

Mr. IvlLGORE. So far as 1 am conccrnetl, I 
should regret exceedingly to see disvuiion. I rep- 
resent a portion of the great West. We arc a 
conservative people. We are disposed to hold 
this Union together, peaceably if wc can; and we 
arc in favor of administering a little chastisement 
on those v.'lio would attempt to resort to force to 
overthrow the Govcrmiicnt. 

Mr. SINGLETON- Then you would attempt 
to force us back? 

■Mr. KILGORE. Yes; by all legal and legitimate 
means. If men commit treason, and levy war 
against the Government, they must sufler for it. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Wc do not intend to carry 
on war against the Government while wclive under 
it; but we do claim a right to sever all connection 
with you. AVe were originally lliirtcen sovereign 
States, recognized as such by Great Britain, and 
these sovereignties made the Constitution which \ \ 



binds us together. When we leave you, wc expect 
to occupy precisely the same position that we did 
before we came into the confederation of States. 

I thank the gentleman for the word "chastise- 
ment." That is a thing which we do not submit 
to in the South. 

Mr. KILGORE. I did not use the word in an 
oflensivo sense. 1 merely speak of the legal chas- 
tisement of those who violate the laws or commit 
treason. 1 meant no other chastisement. 

Mr. SINGLETON. 1 am glad to hear the 
gentleman explain it in that way; because, there 
are very few.white people in the South who would 
submit to anything of that sort, or even a threat 
of the kind; and 1 accept the gentleman's expla- 
nation. Whenever gentlemen undertake to plav 
that game with us, they ^v\\\ find us ready for 
them. There is not a boy of ten years old in the 
Stale of Mississippi who does not know' how to 
handle the shot-gun and rifle. Whenever you* 
undertake to speak of chastisement, just let us 
know what yo^i mean, and v/e will engage to 
take care of ourselves. 

Mr. KILGORE. I repeat that i did not use 
the v/ord in an oflensivc sense; .but permit me to 
say to the gentleman, that an acqutiinlanco with 
the use of the shot-gun and rillc is not resti-ictcd 
to the South. They were the toys of my child- 
hood, and tools of my trade, with which 1, in part, 
earned my living in after days. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Weil; I hope that, when 
the time comes round, and. you un.dertakc to chas- 
tise us, you will come down with your shot-gun. 
I Avould advise you, however, not to encumber 
yourself too much; because, in your flight, you 
might want to get rid of all unnecessary articles. 

Mr. KILGORE. I would say to the gentle- 
man, I am not one of the artillery tiiat flies from 
danger. 

Mr. SINGLETO,N. Well; wc will see when 
you come down South. Wc will then be able to 
test you. 

Mr. KILGORE. But I am not going South. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. SINGLETON. Does the gentleman pre- 
tend to say that there is no time, in the history of 
the Government, when a State may become the 
judge of the mode and manner of redress against 
the grievances of the General Government? 

Mr. KILGORE. I say to the gentleman, em- 
phatically, that any State of the Confederacy, if 
improperly infringed upon by the powers of the 
General Government, would ho.ve a right to se- 
cede, after exhausting all legal and constitutional 
means for redress, though it might amount to rev- 
olution. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Then, if a State has the 
right to secede, how can the gentleman claim the 
right for the remaining States to coerce us ? If a 
State has the right of secession from the Union, 
It is surely most illogical and unphilosophical to 
claim that there is an antagonistic right existi% in 
the General Government, or in the other Statics, to 
coerce her to stay in, or attempt to bring her back 
against her will. We claim this right, and when- 
ever the time comes, we mean to exci-ciso it. 

With my apologies to the House for this very 
rambling speech, I have done. 



